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Motivation:
Department of Agroecology has seen an influx of PhD students with a highly
differentiated professional background. Many students are not recruited from
within the agricultural sciences, but from various disciplines across the spectrum of
the natural and social sciences. Consultations with current PhD students have
indicated that, in spite of the department name, there is a lack of a coherent notion
of what the term ‘agroecology’ might mean. With regards to establishing coherence
within the department, as well as improving communication with the social
environment of the department, a short PhD course (2 ECTS) aiming at addressing
the perceived shortcomings in understanding is relevant. The course is aimed at
PhDs and postdocs at Department of Agroecology.
Learning objectives:
Upon completion of the course, the participants are expected to be able to:
 Describe and characterize different types of agro-food systems, using
concepts derived from systems thinking and agroecology
 Characterize different scientific perspectives and discuss their implications
in the context of inquiry into agro-food systems
 Analyze and discuss the ecology of different types of agro-food systems in
a critical perspective (ie environmental and social dynamics between agrofood systems and their environments)
Overall, the course is supposed to facilitate the development of a coherent notion
of the term ‘agroecology’ among PhD students and postdocs at Department of
Agroecology. It is thus NOT the aim of the course to advocate for certain
interpretations of agroecology being more ‘correct’ understandings of the field
than others – rather, we wish to emphasize that agroecology is a nexus between
different fields of research. The students will be credited 2 ECTS, based on
participation in the course and submission of a course report of max. 3 pages, as
well as submission of a visual abstract prior to the course. Sign up for the course at
https://events.au.dk/AgroecologyCourse
Course organizer: Chris Kjeldsen
Course teaching methods: Lectures, group work, plenary sessions
Course teachers:
Course introduction (september 3): Erik Steen Kristensen, Chris Kjeldsen
Module 1 teachers (september 3): Chris Kjeldsen, Tommy Dalgaard, Per Schjønning,
Martin Thorsøe, Morten Graversgaard
Module 2 panel members (september 4): Mogens Greve, Jørgen Olesen, Troels
Kristensen, Jørgen Eriksen, Mogens Nicolaisen, Per Kudsk. (Facilitation: Chris
Kjeldsen)
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Time and venue of the course:
September 3-4, AU Aarhus campus, undisclosed location (will be announced later).
Course content:
The course is set to take place over two days in Aarhus. The structure of the course
is illustrated below.

Prior to the course, the participants should submit a visual abstract of maximum 1
page, which describes your field of research (e.g. your PhD project) and what
outcomes you expect from that work. The visual abstract of your project should be
submitted two weeks prior to the course via email to Chris.Kjeldsen@agro.au.dk.
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With regards to guidelines for doing visual abstracts, you can find various examples
at https://www.elsevier.com/authors/journal-authors/graphical-abstract
The first day is a theoretical module, which aims at exploring the core notions of
agroecology, systems thinking, engaged agroecology and scientific perspectivism.
Agroecology is framed as both an area of scientific inquiry into agricultural systems,
as well as a social movement. How do we engage ourselves as agricultural scientists
in relation to our field of inquiry, but also with regards to our social environment?
The presentation on ‘Engaged Agroecology?’ offers a perspective on that, based on
the presenters experience as a soil scientist. Scientific perspectivism offers
conceptual tools to discuss the nature of scientific inquiry into agricultural systems
and the modes of inquiry by which the latter can be explored. Systems thinking has
been deployed by various staff members at the department and offers a theoretical
framework to guide inquiry into agricultural systems, and is thus relevant to
consider in the context of the course.
The second day of the course is a plenary panel session, where senior members of
the department staff will be asked to present their field of scientific inquiry,
meaning what they work with, why and how they do that. They will also be asked to
reflect on their understanding of the notion ‘agroecology’. The course participants
will, based on the conceptual tools introduced in the first module, discuss with the
panel members. The outcome of the plenary panel session is an exploration of both
coherence as well as differentiations of the scientfic inquiries taking place at the
department.
After the course participants will submit a brief course report (max. 3 pages). A
month prior to the course, an update of the course description will be issued, which
will detail the requirements of the course report.
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Course literature will be supplied in electronic format (pdf) to the course
participants.

Agro.au.dk

