
SOIL MONITORING LAW

Monitoring and assessment of soil health

Soil resilience

Management of contaminated sites

The Soil Monitoring Law establishes a common EU framework for monitoring
 and improving soil health across all Member States.

Soil health
The physical, 
chemical and 

biological 
condition of the 

soil.
Soil sealing

Covering soil 
with impermeable 

material.

Soil Removal
Temporary 

or long-term 
removal of 

soil in an area.

Each Member State must set up a national monitoring system
for soil health, soil sealing, and soil removal, following common 
EU descriptors and criteria.
 
The European Commission and the European Environment 
Agency (EEA), in cooperation with Member States, will develop 
remote sensing tools to provide the necessary data for this framework.

Member States must help landowners and 
land managers enhance soil health
and resilience by:

Providing easy access to science-based knowledge, 
training, and capacity building.

Raising awareness about the long-term 
benefits of sustainable soil management.

Sharing local information on suitable measures 
and practices.

Regularly mapping and update available funding 
and support schemes.

Land take mitigation

Member States should minimise the loss of soil’s 
capacity to provide ecosystem services by:

Member States must identify and manage contaminated sites through a risk-based approach
to keep risks to human health and the environment at acceptable levels.

The

Supporting research and innovation in soil 
management and regeneration.

Reducing areas affected by soil sealing and soil removal.

Selecting sites for land take where ecosystem service loss 
would be minimal.

Carrying out soil sealing and soil removal in ways that 
minimise negative impacts.

Seeking to offset any unavoidable loss of soil capacity.

Land take is the destruction or covering of soils through 
soil sealing or soil removal such as housing, services, 
construction, infrastructure or similar.

This is a brief overview of the main points of the Soil Monitoring Law. Find the full text here.

https://www.europarl.europa.eu/meetdocs/2024_2029/plmrep/COMMITTEES/ENVI/DV/2025/06-03/Soil_monitoring_law-consolidated_text_EN.pdf

