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• Founded in 2015
• 14 members representing:

• 20.000 businesses 
• 530.000 hectare

• Levy system

Acknowledged (inter)branche organisation
(EU 1308/2013)
• Cereals, Sugarbeets, Potatoes
• Onions & (Industry)Vegetables
• Flax & Hemp
• Seed

Dutch arable branche organisation
BO Akkerbouw



Be proactive: Plant Health Action Plan



BO Akkerbouw Plant health action plan: 

Two main goals:
• Reduce use of chemical plant protection products

• One uniform method: Integrated Crop Management
-> ‘designed’ by Wageningen University and Research (WUR)

• Speed up introduction and practice of ICM
• Provide benchmarking tools (growers and their advisors); in the making
• Key performance indicators

-> Biodiversity Monitor Arable Farming: 8 KPI’s; main KPI: environmental impact CPP

• Reduce emissions
• Water quality (water framework directive EU)
• Impacts on and concerns of residents
• Natura2000
• Residues on (biological) products at nearby plots
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2023: late blight

Very wet second half of the growing season

Explosion of late blight
• Extremely difficult to control
• Resistance to multiple a.i.’s

Prognosis for 2024:
• early infections through volunteers and seed
• 2023 spray strategy inadequate

• Long term: potato cultivation in NW Europe at stake
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Taskforce Phytophthora
Initiated by Action Plan steering committee
• TF members: Agrodis, Avebe, Bionext, 

BO Akkerbouw, LTO NL, NAO & VAVI

Urgency: high!
• Cultivation is becoming riskier and more expensive
• Serious consequences for quality and volume in the processing industry
• Potato cultivation itself is at stake!

Cooperation: conventional and organic sector work together to solve a common 
problem

Future outlook
• Increasing disease risk (climate, development of a.i. resistance and virulence)
• Reduced availability of plant protection products
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All hands on deck to control
Phytophthora in 2024



Goals

1. Regain control over Phytophthora, durably

• Promote further adoption of ICM approach

• Promote correct use of plant protection products

• Limit emissions to protect spectrum of available a.i.’s

Future of potato cultivation builds on R-genes + effective a.i.’s:

• → Protect available resistance genes of potatoes

• → Protect remaining a.i.’s, 
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Common problem, same solution!

Joint analysis for joint vision, commitment and joint action
• Partners of the value chain, scientists, producers & distributors of plant protection products
• Advisors

One message, multiple channels: broad outreach
• Via advisors
• Via PPP-industry (advertisement)
• Via Trade press
• Via TF -> spreading thousands of the brochures on 

backgrounds fungicides & MoA’s
& more resistant cultivars

Emphasis on self correction

Taskforce Phytophthora Plant Health Action Plan



Key points of approach

Sustainable management (ICM approach) incl.:

• Hygiene (sectors own rules → law)
• Variety choice →more resistant cultivars
• Modified spray strategy: combine & alternate
• Monitoring: DSS, phenotypic monitoring 

(ai resistance + virulence), genotypic monitoring
• Resistance management:

• Protection varieties with improved resistance
• Protect available a.i.’s
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Potato blight is spreading:
‘If we are not careful, we will 

have no harvest in 
September’



Colour scheme explaining MoA’s
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Varieties with improved resistance
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Virulence monitoring using PhytoAlert
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Notifications by growers and  advisors



Evaluation growing season 2024

Phytophthora struck on a large scale early in the season
• Weather conditions made timely and proper control difficult
• Emergency measures required in organic and conventional cultivation to save crop

Major concern about yield of cultivation
• Significant yield loss (-40%) in organic cultivation in particular
• High costs due to required spraying in conventional cultivation

-> also: spraying regime is not ‘endless’ (22x)

New strategy effective
• Most serious Pi variants (EU-43 and EU-46) have not increased further
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Photocredits: Ben Bredek

Fighting Phytophthora is 
expensive but effective



Strategy 2025

Message is clear, the stakes are high
• Threat Phytophthora infestans is increasing (resistance and virulence)
• Without varieties with improved resistance, an effective toolbox of control measures and an 

ICM approach, cultivation is not sustainable

Short term strategy principles: tightening measures
• Prevention: stricter requirements in cultivation regulations
• Strengthening resistance management

Again: a lot of communication

A joint European approach is essential to safeguard future production & supply
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Next steps TF Pi and partners potato value chain

Stricter rules for prevention / hygiene measures
• Low infection pressure was very welcome
• Compliance with cultivation regulations went well (but: waste piles)
• Mild winter, very early spring
• Large area is not harvested (?)

Monitoring
• Elements of PPS-project
• Signaling fields of varieties with improved resistance

Update color scheme PPP
Acceleration agenda → crop protection covenant
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What do you do with 
potatoes without contract?

Even at exceptionally low prices, the 
potato harvest is worthwhile



Outcry for acceptance new varieties!

SMK, scheme holder Planet Proof

Joins the ICM approach Taskforce

Is Action Line in Acceleration Agenda

However: 'expectation management'...

Taskforce Phytophthora Actieplan Plantgezondheid

Working together towards
future-proof potato cultivation

https://youtu.be/n8uHRVxo-To


Thank you for your attentention
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More information online guide Phytophthora: www.bo-akkerbouw.nl/pi (in Dutch)

http://www.bo-akkerbouw.nl/pi
http://www.bo-akkerbouw.nl/pi
http://www.bo-akkerbouw.nl/pi


• You can only defeat late 
blight by:
• working together,
• taking responsibility, 
• holding each other 

accountable.
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